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We will be exhibiting at the following events during 2006
• Leicester Property Show April 26th
• Derby Citiscape June 6th
• East Midlands Property Show 7th November
• Leeds Property Show September 13th

Forthcoming
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Award Winning ProjectNew Derby home
for BSP

BSP Consulting has recently invested
£350,000 in a new office at Pride Point in
Derby – the largest mixed-use
development currently being assembled
at Pride Park.

The firm has now transferred the Derby side of its
operations from the office in College Business Centre,
Uttoxeter New Road, Derby, which it opened less
than two years ago, to the 2,000 sq ft unit.

“We are extremely excited at the prospect of
further developing our business in the Derby area,
and believe Pride Park to be the perfect base,
particularly amongst fellow construction
professionals and clients alike,” said BSP Managing
Director David Sumner. “We hope it will provide
us with a permanent base in a prestigious location
to allow steady controlled expansion of the
practice base in the East Midlands.”

For further information contact Jef Todd or Paul
Whittingham on 01332 374880.

Events

Ashby based housebuilder Mendwest Traditional
Homes has scooped another award at this year’s Daily
Telegraph “What House?” Awards, the Oscars of the
housebuilding industry. This is the small family firm’s
sixth “What House?” Award in six years.
The award, joint bronze for Best Development in the
UK, is for Mendwest’s latest development, Tuckwood
Court in the village of Wysall, South Nottinghamshire.
The judges said: “This development of nine traditional
family homes is of the quality that we have come to
expect from Mendwest.”
“The attention to detail, particularly where the external
elevations and landscaping are concerned, is again
of a very high quality.”
BSP were commissioned by Mendwest Homes to
provide both Civil and Structural design services for
the project.
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On Route for Chartership
Six members of BSP staff are currently at a point in
their careers where they are working towards the
Institution of Civil Engineers Chartership Professional
Review (CPR).
To help them, we are pleased to announce that we
have recently engaged the services of Symonds Madge
Associates, Training and Business Development
Consultants. Symonds Madge Associates will undertake
the role of the Supervising Civil Engineer, not only to
provide guidance to those members of staff wanting
to undertake the CPR in the near future, but also to
coach existing chartered engineers on the supervisory
role to help guide graduate engineers employed at
BSP in the future.
BSP are committed to ensuring that our staff are trained
to a high standard, and we see this collaboration as
having significant benefits for our future training needs.



The design to reduce the sensitivity of
buildings to disproportionate collapse
has been a requirement for many
years. However the revisions to Section
A3 of the Building Regulations has
resulted in increased requirements for
many construction projects. Basically,
A3 now applies to all buildings.
However, for many smaller buildings
the requirements are reduced.
Document A3 is at best vague and has
left itself open to a lot of different
interpretations. Problems arising from
engineers adopting different
interpretations from checking
authorities created a lot of initial
problems. Only now are some of these
interpretations becoming more
standardised. A big help with this has
been the NHBC guidance. While their
requirements are not mandatory at
least they give a benchmark and a
standard which if achieved are difficult
to argue against.

Does this apply to the
conversion of existing
buildings?
A critical area of disagreement was
the application of A3 to conversion
of existing buildings. In the past it
was widely accepted that there was
no need to introduce additional
measures to reduce the sensitivity of
existing buildings. However, this is
no longer acceptable. The accepted
guideline is that if the conversion of
a building increases the class of the
building then measures to reduce the
sensitivity will be required.

What does this mean
practically?
For steel or concrete framed buildings
the effects will often be minimal.

If a project involves the introduction
of mezzanine floors within an existing
building it is possible that remedial

Staff at Derby

Staff at Nottingham

Disproportionate collapse
 – The current situation

measures could be required to
the whole building including to
the existing floors and walls.

The remedial measures would
be dependent on the class of the
intended building. As a minimum
this may be achieved by the
introduction of galvanised straps
to the floors. For higher classes
of building the introduction of
further steelwork could be
required.

Further reading
Approved document Section 5: A3
is available on the web site of the
ODPM. An additional useful
document is the NHBC Technical
Guidance Note. The Building
Regulations 2004 Edition – England
and Wales Requirement A3 –

Disproportionate collapse.

Carl Hilton (41)

Carl is a Chartered
Structural Engineer
and Project Manager
responsible for the
management of BSP
Nottingham
Structures
Department. Carl
has 15 years
experience and has
previously worked for both consultants and
directly for developers.
Carl is a hands-on Engineer, closely involved
with clients and working on schemes from
the concept stage through to their execution.

Andy Middleham (31)
Andy has worked for several
consultancies over the past
7 years, and has progressed
from a Structural Technician
to an Engineer. He is
currently completing a BEng
(Hons) degree in Civil
Engineering at Nottingham
Trent University.

Curtis Rolph (29)

Curtis joined BSP as an
Engineering Technician in
2005. He has 7 years
experience in Structural
Draughting, having
previously worked for a
Construction & Steelwork
Company.

Matthew Viggars (22)

Employed as a Graduate
Engineer after completing
a Masters Degree in Civil
Engineering at Nottingham
University. Matthew is
working in the Civils team.

Paul Garton (25)

Previously worked for
consultancies and for the
Environment Agency. Paul
has joined BSP as a Civil
Engineer specialising in
Flood Risk issues, but with
a broad experience within
highways and drainage.

Tony Goddard (41 but looks 30 even in
goggles!)

Tony is a Chartered Civil Engineer with a
broad experience in consultancy services.
Tony has worked in the
fields of structural and
infrastructure
engineering. He has
more recently specialised
in the areas of flood
management and child
rearing.

Tim Wilson (34)

Tim has joined BSP as a Civil Engineer
working in the
infrastructure team in
Derby. He has
previously worked in
both consulting and
contracting and has
experience of highways
and drainage.

Jef Todd, Craig Noonan & Ian Aldred
(from left to right)

Over the past six months three key members
of staff have
transferred from
Nottingham to
our Derby office
to help with the
increasing work
load.



Manor Centre

The Manor Centre project in
Beeston, Nottingham is a new
res iden t ia l  deve lopment  fo r
Braemore Properties.  The scheme
includes the refurbishment of an
ex is t i ng  schoo l  bu i l d ing  by
introducing 2 additional floors,
thereby creating duplex apartments.
The project involved the design
and detai l ing of a 650 tonne
steel  f rame,  cons is t ing of  3
separate towers, interlinked by
a central courtyard built over the
semi – basement car park. The
foundations for the new steel frame
were suitably designed to overcome
the problems associated with the
high water table. This was achieved
by introducing shallow reinforced
concrete pad foundations instead
of utilising a pile and ground beam
arrangement. This resulted in a
considerable reduction of the
foundation build cost.

Talbot Street Development

Regeneration of Springfield Park
Longhurst Homes is on
target to open up the first
phase of the residential
development of 60 units.
The site issues have
involved remediation works
using bio-remediation
techniques due to petroleum
hydrocarbon contamination

on part of
the site and Japanese Knotweed was found in a number
of locations. Munitions were also found across the site
due to its previous use as a munitions factory. This has
required a specialist sub-contractor to survey the site
and produce a detailed report. During the drainage
excavation works a burn pit was discovered which still
contained a small amount of explosive and many empty
small encasements were found across the site.

The Talbot Street scheme is
a prestigious development
for Lace Market Properties
and includes a mixture of
164 high specification
apartments, together with a
gym, squash court,
swimming pool and three
levels of tenant parking.

The ten storey high structure
was built using a thousand
tonnes of structural steelwork
and designed by BSP Consulting using state of the art software.

The lower three storeys formed a basement structure excavated through
loose soils and the natural sandstones to a maximum depth of twelve
metres. Steel sheet piles were driven to bedrock level around the site
boundary. Two rows of rock anchors were installed through the piles and
into the Sandstone beneath the carriageway, retaining the loose soils above
the bedrock whilst excavations progressed on site.  This solution avoided
the need for back-propping into the site, allowing the wall to be constructed
in record time.
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Travel Plans
Employers are being encouraged by the Government to develop Travel Plans in order to reduce car use associated
with travel to work and business trips. A Travel Plan can also be required either as part of a Section 106 Agreement,
or as a separate condition associated with the planning permission for new developments.
At BSP, we prepare individually tailored travel plans for various clients, recently including the NSPCC and East
Midlands Development Agency. We are also on the list of approved consultants for Nottinghamshire County Council
and Nottingham City Council’s Transact scheme, which provides funding for the development of Travel Plans for
Nottinghamshire based businesses.
Our team has considerable experience and expertise in the field of green travel and the production and implementation
of Travel Plans. For further information, please contact Mark Rayers on 0115 840 2227.



Please do not hesitate to contact any of our staff
on the list below, should you require any further
information on our services:

Nottingham Office
T: 0115 840 2227   F: 0115 840 2228

Structural Engineering
Carl Hilton (c.hilton@bsp-consulting.co.uk)
Garry Tunstall (g.tunstall@bsp-consulting.co.uk)

Civils & Infrastructure
Dave Sumner (d.sumner@bsp-consulting.co.uk)
Tony Goddard (t.goddard@bsp-consulting.co.uk)

Noise & Vibration
Fraser Poxon (f.poxon@bsp-consulting.co.uk)

12 Oxford Street, Nottingham NG1 5BG   T: 0115 840 2227

5 Pride Point Drive, Pride Park, Derby DE24 8BX  T: 01332 374 880

www.bsp-consulting.co.uk  info@bsp-consulting.co.uk

Offices:

BSP’s Flood Risk Engineers are currently working on a variety of projects,
ranging from small residential developments, to larger scale industrial
developments requiring detailed hydrological and hydraulic assessments.

We have recently been working with Ashfield District Council and
Nottingham Regeneration Ltd on an interesting new industrial development
to the north of Nottingham. The site is located adjacent to the River Leen
and one of its tributaries where the Environment Agency held limited
flood data and believed that the site was subject to flooding. Using the
latest hydrological and hydraulic modelling techniques, we have been
able to determine that the site actually lies outside of the flood plain and
therefore is suitable for development. Due to the existing ‘green-field’
nature of the site, we have also carried out surface water run-off calculations
in accordance with the Environment Agency’s new guidance, helping us
to identify the most efficient and cost effective drainage and attenuation
solution.

For more information on Flood Risk issues please contact either Tony
Goddard or Paul Garton at our Nottingham Office.

Traffic & Transportation
Mark Rayers (m.rayers@bsp-consulting.co.uk)
Jason Davenport (j.davenport@bsp-consulting.co.uk)

Derby Office
T: 01332 374 880   F: 01332 374 889
Structural Engineering
Paul Whittingham (p.whittingham@bsp-
consulting.co.uk)
Clive Roddick (c.roddick@bsp-consulting.co.uk)

Civils & Infrastructure
Jef Todd ((j.todd@bsp-consulting.co.uk)
Phil Brown ((p.brown@bsp-consulting.co.uk)

Who to Contact at BSP

Developments in3663 Edinburgh
BSP Consulting has been appointed as
Engineer for the construction of a new
90,000 sq ft multi temperature
distribution depot, including chilled and
frozen areas along with a 10,000 sq ft
two-storey office attachment for 3663
First For Food.

The scheme represents an overall
investment of £12 million by 3663. BSP
undertook detailed site investigation
and specified and supervised a 4m cut
and fill operation to a suitable level
platform for the structure and
surrounding car-parking and yard
facilities.

BSP where also asked to undertake an
environmental noise survey to measure
the impact of noise associated with the
nearby airport (as the site lies on the
flight path) and to assess the impact of
the anticipated noise levels from the
depot on local residents.’


